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L, JOHN, Chap. IT. Ver 1. 14: 


My Vitrle Children, theſe Things I write anti - 
you, that ye Sin not: And if any Man Sos 
de have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jus Chriſt the Righteous, and be is the oi 
Pitiatiou for our Sin. | 


= HIS Apoſtle hn, the beloved Diſciple, wo 
in alle Lord's great Mercy to his 9 
his Life lengthened out to a great Age; anc 
while the reſt of the A ſtles were joined 
. = to the triumphant Chur above, he terved. 
= Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſt here below. Among o- 
ther Pieces of Service to the Church of God, was his writ- 
ing this Epiſtle, which is called general, becauſe it was 
not directed to any particular Perſon, Church, or Meet! 
of God's 7 ; 9 to all theſe Societies through 2 Ry 
dea, Aſia, and ſeveral Places of Africa and Europe, where : 
Chrift had, by the-preaching of his Word, gathered 
ther a — to himſelf. And however A Perſecution _ 
he himſelf and others had met with, for their Profeflion - ........ | 
of, and Adherence to, the Doctrine of Chriſt; might well 


I 5 be * to be in 92 grievous, and uncaſy to ms 
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and Blood; yet it is n TM but Su, that only aid 
can do the Saints or Church of God any rea} Harm WT 
- Theretore he Jays down no Rules or Directions to them an 
how they might un Perſecution for the Sake of Chriſt | gt 
E- | and his Apel; but is careful about that which would do Reſe 
them much more real Hurt, and that is Sin, the Spring I ch 
| ahd procuring Cauſe of all Evil: For, if we had not Sin 
wn and about us, we would not need to fear Perſecution, | 
Trials; Peath, Devils, or Hell, Sin is the Evil, the only 
Evil we need be afraid of: Therefore, ſays he, in the 
Words read, My little Children, theſe Things I write tire 
unto you, that ye Sin not, This is the only Thing he die 
was carctal to cautien them againſt. 14 This 
In the Words themſelves we may more particularly No- Jrac 
'% ba The Fexlons to whom he is writing or dire&- guch 
8 s Exhorta ion, My little Children. It is a very en Fs 
=: dearmg and engaging Compellation ; and, no doubt, it Werc 
= ought to havę the more Influence, that it comes from ſuch Hide 
= an One as John, now the aged, to thole that were younger mer ( 
Chriſtians ; and _ of Lend no Doubt, had been con- Hei- 
verted, and others edified and built up in their moſt holy 
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| . » a ta . . -re 
Faith under his Miniſtry. Now, however he himſelf was I fþ 
= gb aged Chriſtian, antexpericnced Saint, a Star of the firſt ve 
2 ** 9 agnitudę in Chniteh of Chriſt; yet he does not for- mh b 


get or overlook the. tion and State of the Meaneſt or ru 
Peakeſt that belong to Chriſt. Herein he imitates his 1m; 
Lord and Maſter, <vho would not break the bruiſed Recd, n i- 
or quench the ſmoaking. Flax. Whereas, many of theſe poſ- 
to whom be was writing, were but 1i77Je Children, young .] 
Converts, and weak Chriſtians; therefore his Care of them ke 
was the greater; Even as it is the Will of 2 and of w, 
his Heavenly Father, that not one of rheſe little Ones pr 


&  - ſhould periſh. - CE 

= ©. Secondly, His Concern about them is expreſſed in theſe 

Words, Theſe Things Tvrite to you, that ye Sin not. 

What :be/e Things are, he had ſpoke of in the former 

E Chapter, and may likewiſe have a Reference to what he ſm 

= had further to ſay to them in this Epiſtle. What be 0 
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only aid about Communion with God the Father, and his S 
rm 3, eus Chriſt: What he had ſaid of the Blood of Feſtus 
hem gþan/ing from all Sin: What he had advanced concern-- 
hriſt Ws the Lord's being juſt to forgive Iniquity, &c. Now, 
d do ſhele great and ſweet Truths, with what he had farther, 
ring g the Lord's Name, to = to thera in this Ae have 
Sin WW this great Scope and Tendency, namely that, ye Sin 
tion, he: Which cannot be ſo underſtood, as if the Apoſtle 
only ¶pected, that theſe Chriſtians ſhould, while here on Earth, 
the hd compaſſed about with a Body of Sin and Death, be 
rite ſptirely tree of Sin, 2. 6, yield univerſal and compleat O- 
g he AMdience to the whole Law of God, in Heart and Way. 
his is not to be expected: For there is no Promile. of 
No» grace, in the «rell ordered Covenant, that engages for ſo 
rect- uch to them: And therefore no Man could expect that 
y en= Faith, nor could the Apoſtle, in Faith, pray for that 
Xt, it Yercy to them, Yea, that he does not mean ſo much, is 
ſuch ident from what he had ſaid in the laft Verſe of the for- 


nger ger Chapter, For, if any Man ſay he hath no Sin, he 
con- Fcerverh ua and the Truth is not in him. And 
holy Rerefore ſome Divines do here obſerve, that this Apoſtle, 
Was ſpeaking of unregenerate Perſons, and real Believers, . 


firſt ye ver both do. ſin, uſes different Phraſes to expreſs their 


r Wrk or commit Iniquity, 1 John iii. 8, 9. M hoſoever 
Wmitteth Sin, that maketh a Practice of it, that mak 


Recd, h it his Work and Buſineſs, Ve is of the Devil: But 
thele thoſoever is born of God, doth not commit Sin,. 
oung he cannot Sin, becauſe born of God. He does not 
them ke a Practice of it; it is not his Work or Buſineſs: 
1d of , whether this critical Remark upon the Manner of 
Ones | preſſion ſhould hold good or not, namely, that the Gods 


may Sin, may be overtaken, but, that it is the Wicked 

theſe t do commit Iniquitv, I ſhall not ſtand to debate: But 
not. certain in Eact, that as this is the Duty, ſo it will be 
rmer Study of all theſe who have the Spirit of Chriſt in 
it he Wm; and the Grace of God in their Heart, Holineſs will 
bad heir Study and Delight; Sn will be what they do ab- 
lad F 9 hore, 


by ; namely, of the Wicked, he ſays, that they o 
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here. And this is the Scope of a great Part of 2 
tudy 


Redelation, to warn us againſt Sin, and to preſs the 


of Holineſs, and Conformity to Chriſt, by theſe Argu- 


ments and Motives that ſuit their State and Relation; 
their Union with Chriſt as Children of God, and Heirs of 


Glory: And whoſever will take a Liberty, 2 Pretence 


of the Freeneſs of Grace, or Efficacy in the Blood Je- 


ſus, to <raſo arvay Sin, theſe Perſons diſcover themſelves 


to be yet the Children of the Devil; that they never 


knew the Grace of God in their own Experience, and are 
none of theſe Jie Children to whom our Apoſtle is di- 
recting his Diſcourſe. ; 


- » Thirdly, For all his Care and Concern about them; yet 


he makes the Suppoſition, and alas! that there ſhould be 
ſo much Ground tor it, That they will Sin; that is, that 
they will fall ſhort of that Conformity to the Law of God 


| he would have them aim at. Thus, the Word here ren- 


dred Sin, does 1 It ſignifies, not to hit the Mark, 
but to ſhoot ſome Way beſide it: It is to miſs the Mark 


ef Perfection, he would have them in all their Actions to 


Aim at, and which every ſerious godly Perſon can atteſt, 
that their Soul does aim at. Yet, alas ! it is what they 
will not perfectly attain while here below; but innume- 
rable Faults and Slips, innumerable Inſtances of coming 
ſhort of the Glory of God, while here, will be found a- 
bout both the ſtrong, and moſt tender Chriſtian ; and if 
any Man think, or ſay otherwiſe, he does but deceive 
himſelf, | 2 

- Fourth Remark. In this Caſe, which is the heavieſt 


| Cafe that can befal the Children of God, and it is never 


right with them if they think atherwiſe, or Sin be not 
their heavieſt Burden, Grief and Sorrow; Yet, in this 
Cafe, he would-not have them for all that to deſpair, or 


conclude, that God their Heavenly. Father would .own 


them no more as Children, or caſt them out of his Fami- 
ly, or deal with them according to the Threatning of a 
broken Covenant of Works, where the Law knoweth no o- 
ther Language, but, Cyr/ed is every one that continuet h 
Fact not 
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nor in all Things written in the Book of the Law, ro db 


them, Gal. iii. 10. But, God be thanked, we are notwuns 
der the Law, but under Grace, Rom. vi. 14. And there» 
fore there is no Cauſe of Deſpair : For; tho' they them- 
ſelves cannot anſwer before God for One of a Thouſand, 
and cannot plead their own Cauſe; yet they have One to 
do it for them; and he is, Chriſt Zeſus the Righteous, 
who is their Advocate with the Father ; which Words 
come afterward to be explained: 

Fifthly, We have, in the Words, the — 
Security, in truſting our Cauſe to Chri Ao 
cate, while he manages the ſame upon that Plea which is 
ſufficient to bring us clear off in Judgment, intimated to 
us in theſe Words, And he is the Propitiation for our 
Sins, he having ſatisfied Law and Juſtice, born the Curſe, 


as our Advo- 


and 8 their Debt; and therefore can well plead their 
©, 


Cauſe, and they muſt needs, upon that Foundation, be 
acquitted in Judgment. 


Three Doctrinal Propoſitions donatively offer themſelves 
from the Words thus 


Firſt, That the great End and Scope of all the Diſcove- 


ries of Grace and Mercy, in and through Chriſt Jeſus, that 


we have revealed to us in * is not to give any a Li- 


t we 
of Got 
avas manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of the De- 
wil. By Sin, the Image of God in us was defaced : Wy+ 
poiſoned, and nothing left ih © # 
us but Enmity and Contrariety to God and Holineſs : 8 


| or Allowance in Sin; but, on the conttary, t 
fin not. For this Purpoſe, 1. John iii. 8. ths Son 


Jin, our whole Nature was 


that neither can a holy and a juſt God hold Communion 
with us, or communicate himſelf, Grace, or Mercy to us; 
nor can we hold Communion with God, or reliſh Enjoy- 
ment of him here, or hereafter, till our Natures be cured, 
and Sin purged out of us : All the Fulneſs of God, and all 
the Glory of the higher Houſe, could not make an unrege- 
nerate Perſon happy; becauſe there is a Contrariety in his 


ature, in all the Powers and Faculties of his Soul, to theſe 
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will be found in, and hanging about the beſt of God's 


3 


Manifeſtation of all 51 divine Perfections, the End of 


Chriſt's coming into the World, was, to be a Saviour to a 


toft World; not _—_ by obeying the Law, to purchale a 
Righteouſneis which might be our Title to Heaven; but 
likewiſe to purchaſe Grace, and the ſending forth of the 
Holy Spirit, to work in us this Change of Nature, and to 
raiſe up our fallen and depraved Natures to that Meaſure 
of Holineſs and Conformity to God, whereby we may be 
again capable of delighting and reſting in him as our alone 


Happineſs and Blets through Time and Eternity. This is 1 


the Scope and Tendency of Religion, and whoever has 


not that View of it, knows nothing of its Uſe or End; and 
ſuitable and conſequential to this, is all Divine Revelation, 


and eſpecially all the Diſcoveries given us of the Love of 


the Father in ſending, and the Grace and Condeſcenſion 


of our Lord in coming into the World, and laying down 
his Life for Sinners, tus ii. 14. Who gave himſelf for us, 
that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify to 


tumſelf:a peculiar People zealous of good Works : And + 
when he raiſed up his Son Chriſt Jeſus, he ſent him to 


bleſs us, by turning every one of us from our Iniquities. 
This then, 1s one aid ed 2 Divine Revelation, 
that we ſin not. | 2 
Doc. 24. So deeply is Sin, this Poiſon of Hell, ingrained 
in our Nature, that however its reigning Power and Domi- 
nion be broken in Regeneration; yet ſtill Remains of it 


Children while here below: It fareth with them, as Vrael 


was with the Inhabitants of the Land of Canaan, tho they 


were ſubdued and brought under Tribute; yet there were 
ſuch Remains of them as to rebel now and then, and were 
as Prickles in their Eyes, and Thorns in their Sides. 
There will be then a continual Struggle here, Gal. v. 17. 
The. Fleſp will be continually J:yſting againſt the Spirit, 
and the Spirit ſtriving againſt the Fleſh, and theſe are 
contrary the one to the other, ſo that they cannot do the 


Things that they would. And therefore, if the Chriftian 
Lan 


uly and fincerely fay, in che Sight af God who 
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1 lege of having an Advocate to a 


and Scope 


knows his Heart, that Jin eek is his Burden, what his 
Soul does abhore, while he conſents to the Law, har it 
is holy, juſt and good: If he can ſay with David, I count 
all thy Commandments, concerning every Thing, to be 
right, and I hate every falſe and wicked Way. He ought 
not to conclude himſelf out of the Number of God's Chil- 
dren, tho' in many Things he Sin, that is, come ſhort of 
the Mark of Perfection which he aims at, or does in man 


| Inſtances ſhoot beſide the fame . But, however bot 


theſe Obſervations be well founded in the Text ; yet, ſee- 
ing they are but Truths laid down, and ſuppoſed, in or- 
der to found another, which ſeems to be the great Aim 
of the Apoſtle, in the Words ; I paſs theſetwo, 
without dropping any more about them, that I may pro- 
ceed to that wherein I intend to enlarge, as the Subject, 
and the convenient Length of a Diſcourſe of this Nature, 
may allow. | 
Doc. zd. That it is the great Comfort of the Children 
God, however Sin be found about them, and however, 
in many Inſtances, they may be overtaken, to their Grief 
and Sorrow : That they have an Advocate ui th the Fa- 
ther, Chriſt Jeſus the Righteous, 'who pleads upon his 
0wn Sacrifice or Propitiation. > | 
ng upon this Subject, I would firſt Hint at the 
er of the Perſons, who can claim this great Privi- 
| ar for them. 2dly.T 
would a little conſider the Ground of Comfort that does re- 
ſult from the Perfon, who is their Advocate, Jefus Chriſt 


In 
'C 


the Righteons. 3dly. The Ground of Comfort n_ R | 


from the Plea, Chriſt their Advocate makes Uſe of, in 
pleading their Cauſe, namely He is the Propitiation. 
4thly. I would confider the Ground of Comfort ariſin 
from the Confideration of the Perſon before whom, or wi 
whom, our Advocate does plead, and that is, 2v/tÞþ the Fu- 
zher. 5thly. Make Application, and becauſe the whole 
will be handled in a practical Manner, I ſhall be the ſhorter. 
Firſt, We are to confider the Character of the Perſons, 


to whom this comfortable * does belong. Ay, 2 4 . 


A 
1... 


The Text calls them Children: I hey are the Sons of God, 


' Who John 1. 12. are begotten not by the Will of Man, 
nor by the Will of the Fleſh, but of the Will of God. Who 


of his own Will begat us again, by the waſhing of Rege- 
neration, and the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. They are 
Children, who have the Spirit of their Father, even the 


- 


and Difficulties, do natively come, and make known their 
Caſe and their Complaints to their heavenly Father: As 
Children, they love their Father, do love his "ie 


and Intereſt, . and becauſe they love him that begat, they 
do love all that are begotten of him, 1 John v. 1. an 
who, as beloved Children, do ſtudy in every Thing, that 
they Sin not, but how they may pleaſe their heavenly Fa- 
ther, and demean themſelves as dutiful Children before 
him. Theſe are the Children in the Text to whom this 
Comfort belongs, that they have an Advocate with the 
Father: But as for the graceleſs and profane World, E- 
nemies to God, and Religion, who declare themſelves by 
the habitual Tenor of their Walk, to be of their Father 
the Devil, John viii, 44. This Text {peaks no Comfort 
to them, nor have I any from 1t to preach to them. 
. Secondly, Notwithſtanding that they are thus Children, 
begotten again to a lively | - through the Reſurrection 
of Chriſt Jeſus from the dead; notwithſtanding as being 


born of God, the Seed of God remaineth in them, fo that 


they cannot fin as do the wicked. i. ohn 1. 9. They can- 
not take Pleaſure, . or indulge themſelves in Sin; yet 
they are ſuch, who as they have Remains of Sin in them, 
Jo theſe are breaking out now and then to their Grief and 
Sorry, which makes them go mourning and complaining 


wih the Apoſtle Rom. vii. 19. 21, For the Good that 1 


told, that I do not, but the Evil which I would not, 


Spirit of Adoption given them, whereby they cry, Abba, . 
Father „Gal. iv. 5, 6. And as Children, in all their Straits 


* 


hat I do. &c. I find a Law, that when T would do Good, 


Evil is preſent with ne. And therefore, O wretched 
©, Mangthat I am, <vho ſpall deliver me om ths Body of 
this Death. They are ſuch as can atteſt him who RN 

Fe | eir 


| TI - 
their Heart, that they 3 not indulge themſelves in the 
Practice of any known Sin, or in the Neglect of any known 
Duty; and yet for all that, they are made to lament. P/alm 
Ixv. 2. Iniquities I muſt conf prevail againſt me; but 
this they can likewiſe ſay, the Lord knows that this ts 
their Burden, and which above all Things they long to be 
delivered from; yea, there is nothing that makes the Pro- 
ſpect of Heaven fweeter to them than this Conſideration, 
that there they ſpall ſin no more, but be entirely free'd 
of all thoſe Clogs and Weights of Sin, that hang about 
them now, as * rs Load upon their Souls when they 
would faineſt aſcend in ſpirituaf Worſhip, in pure Praiſes 
and Halelujahs to the Lamb. Now theſe are the Perſons to 
whom the ee en and Honour does belong, that 
they have an Advocate aviihi the Father, &c. But as for 
theſe who live in Sin and wallow in Uncleanneſs, and make 
a daily Practice or 'I'rade of Sin: Or as for theſe, who in 
View of ſuch a ſolemn Ordinance as this in the Place where 


XXII. 85 As for theſe Perfons who have no Regard upon 
their 


however they do make Confcience of ſerving the Lord, 
and waiting upon him in all the Duties of Ke Appoints 
ment, and deſire fincerely to lay out themſelves as Chil: 
dren, to advance the Intereſt of their dear Lord and Re- 
Nerve; yet they ſee ſo much Sin and Vileneſs about 
them, ſo — attending the beſt of their 
4 
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Duties and Performances, as they dare not lean to any 


Kighteouſneſs of their own: And their beſt Duties of © 
rea 


ing, hearing, praying, praiſing, or communicating 
have ſo much of Sin and Imperſection mixed with them, 
that they diſclaim all their own Righteouſneſs as rotten 
Rags; and therefore are ſuch, who renounce all Righ- 
teouſneſs of their own, and deſire with the Apoſtle 70 be 


found in Chriſt, not having their own 2 neſs. 


eohich is by the Law, but that Righteouſneſs which is 
by Faith in Chriſt Feſus. Philip. iii. 8, 9. And there- 
fore they are ſuch as are convinced, That, if they had 
not one to take their Part, and plead their Cauſe in the 
Sight of God, and if they had not a better Righteouſneſs 

than their own to truſt to, muſt be condemned and fall in 
Judgment before a righteous God. Such are the Perſons, 
who when they are overtaken in Sin, their Conſcience can- 
not be eaſy, but does threaten them, nor can they obtain 


Peace in their Conſcience again, by the beſt of their Duties, 


till they apply to their / glorious High-Prieft over the 

Houfpcld of God, that their Sins may be blotted out thrbugh 
the Merits and Mediation of his Sacrifice for them. They 
cannot get Eaſe, till by Faith they get applied to himf who, 
by. his Holy Spirit ſprinkling his attoning Blood upon the 
Conſcience, does intimate Peace and Pardon to the Soul. 
Such then are the Perſons, who do live habitually under 
the Perſwaſion of their Need of one to take their Part, and 
= their Cauſe in the Higher Houſe. Such are the 


erſons, to whom this Text does adminiſter the Comfort, 


That they have an Advocate with the Father, who pleads 
upon a Propitiation. But as for theſe Perſons, that truſt 
in their Duties, and the Multitude of their Performances, 
and who with the proud Phariſce, Luke xviii. 14.:do 
think that by their Duties, they do make a ſufficient A- 


tonement for any Sin they are guilty of; Theſe Perſons 


are not ſenſible that they want an Advocate, one to plead 
their Cauſe, they cannot prize or value the Privilege 
| here. This Text ſpeaks no Comfort to them, and I have 
as little from it to ſpeak to them. | 
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ny Now, I ſay no more upon the Character of the Perſons, : 


of © > buttheſe three Things ſo plainly laid in the Words; and. 

ng ©, however ſhort the Deſcription be; yet I hope it will anſwer 

m, the Caſe, and ſuit the Condition of every real Chriſtiaan 
en among us. I would have others to try themſelves by heſe 

h- Marks, that theſe, to whom this Character does not belong, 

be may not preſumptuouſly ſnatch to themſelves the Comfort 

eſs whuch does not belong to them. On the other Hand, I make 

is no doubt but ſome Part of this Character does touch tlie 

re- Conſcience of ſome here this Day, who are caſt down, a- 

ad ſhamed, and bluſh before God, u 2 Review of their 

he beſt Duties, confidering the Sin nd fmperfeRicn that does 

els attend them; and are grieved to think, that, even upon a 

in ſolemn Communion-day, they have been offering up ſuch 

ns, dead and formal Sacrifices to a living and holy God. Well, 

in- if this be your Caſe, and that be your real Character I have 

uin deſcribed from the Text, I come, in God's Name, to ſpeak 

op Comfort to you, namely, That you have an Advocate with 2 
be the Father, &c. And this leads me to the . A 
gh S2cond Head propoſed ; To conſider the Ground of I 
ey © Cornfort that does ariſe from the Confideration of the Pet- 3 
ho, fon whoundertakes your Cauſe, or is your Advocate, and Y 
he that is, Chriſt Feſus the Righteous. n which Words we * 
ul. have to conſider, 1. His Name, Chriſt Feſis. 2. His 
ler Office, an Advocate. 3. His Character in that Office, 

nd The Righteous. From each of which three Heads great 

the Ground of Comfort does flow. 

It, _ _1f?, His Name, it is Chriſt ꝓeſus. I cannot here ſtay in 

ids nlarging to you upon that great and ſweet Goſpel that is 

uſt inted forth to us in this Name, which is more ſavoury 

es, than Ointment poured out. Peſts is his Name; that 

do Name which was given him from Heaven before he was 

A- born in the Fleſh, Thou halt call his Name Jeſus; for he 

ons Hall ſave his People from their Sins, Mat. i. 2 1. Chriſt 
ad is that Name which points him forth to us, as Heaven's 
we great Ordinance for our Salvation; as One commiſſioned, 
ve (ent, authorized, and anointed of Heaven for this great 


Work, 


: L 14 2 | 
Work, and anſwers to 4 Word Meſſias, by which he was I 


- 


known under the Old- teſtament Diſpenſation, and under 
which Name they 71 him to come: Yea, faith the 
Woman of Samaria, I know the Meſſias cometh, ang 
that he will teach us all Things. All that we can ſay at 
preſent, to remark to you from this Name relative to our 
Preſent Purpoſe, is but ſhortly F 


Firſt, That it is the great Ground of Comfort to the 
.Children of God, in all their Weakneſs, manitold Slips 


Appointment, is commiſſioned, and charged to take Care 
of them, and to plead their Cauſe. Alas! to who of 
the Saints would they turn, who have more than enchp] 
.ado to plead for themſelves? The Angels neither know 
kheir Cale, nor have they Intereſt enough to procure Abſo- 
Aution, nor are they appointed of God to attend that Office, 
tus ars only miniſtring Spirits ſent forth to miniſter to 
them that ſhall be Heirs of Salvation. But a greater than 
Men or Angels hath his Commiſſion from Heaven for that 
End. He hath his Name 7/8, becauſe he is to ſayg his 
People from their Sins; and his other Name Chriſt, be- 
cauſe he hath Heaven's Warrant and ſealed Commiſſion to 
take upon him that Office, and to be faithful in it. Now, Q 
dliſcouraged . to whom Sin is your heavieſt Bur- 
den, — Grief. of Heart, look by Faith to this glorious 
Perſon, whote Work is to fave from Sin, not only the 
Guilt of it, but alſo its reigning Power, Tyrrany ang 
Dominion; and again look to him, who is not only able to do 
Jo, but who is commiſſioned from Heaven to do ſo, who 
s inveſted with this Oſſice to plead your Cauſe, and who 
has undertaken to be faithful to that Truſt, When then 
Conſcience, or the Law accuſes you, ſeek not Relief elſe- 
Where, but come with a holy Boldneſs and Confidence to 
Him, tell him your Caſe, pu your Cauſe in his Hands, he 
is both able, and hath undertaken to be faithful to all that 
thus will truſt him, and reſt aſſured that he will be ſo ; his 
Honour and Glory is pawned in the Matter; and his own 
Faithfulneſs and — is dearer to him, and infinitely of 


more 


- 
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| ED "> 3 
more Value than ten thouſand of your Souls, however pre- 
cious they are. O then poor caſt-down Believers! whb 
are groaning under a Senſe of Sin, refuſe not the Comfort 
that this Text preſents you with, namely, that h 
} Chriſt hath it in his Commiſſion, and hath ingaged and 
$ undertaken for your Salvation, he hath pledged his Ho- 
nour and Faithfulneſs in your Cauſe: And, as he was faith 
ful in what concerned the Honour of his Father, Fohy: 
Xii. 4. ſo he will be faithful in what concerns your Sal- 
vation, which is but conſequential of the other; he has 
then his Commiſion, he hath undertaken, and therefore 
be ill not forget, or overlook the Cauſe of the meaneſt 
that were by the Father committed to his Care. It ts then 
Ce Jeſus who: your Advocate, and therefore one e- 
very Way fitted for it. Which brings me to another Re- 
mark from his Name. | "WW, 
' 24ly, His Name is Chriſt Jeſus, the Name that is given 
bim as Midiator. between God and Man: And therefore 
the Apoſtle does not fay here, that if any Man fin, we have 
an Advocate even the Son of God, which, however it be 
true, and great Ground of Comfort to the Children of God, 
as we may lee afterward ; yet as he was God, he could not, 
1 PR ſpeaking, be ſaid to be our Advocare, or tomake 
Interceſſion for us: For Juterceſſion is by all Divines ac- 
knowledged to be an Act of Worſhip, and of an Inferior 


- 


7 'pleading before a Superior, if not in Nature, at leaſt in 
fl Ofc 3 and therefore this does not agree with the S. 
* ciency and Iago ndency of the Son f God; and therefore 
had he been only God, he could not have been dur Abo- 
cate or Titerceſſor, in the Senſe he is ſo caſled here. Hence 
it is, that any Inſtance that we have of Chriſt's interceed- 
ing under the Old Teſtament, and before his Incarnation, 
ſuch as Zech. i. 12. yet he is there repreſented as the 
Angel of the Covenant, to be incarnate, and, as ſuch, plead- 
ing the Faithfulneſs of God in fulfilling his Promiſes made 
concerning his Church and People. The Apoſtle there. 

re ſays not, that we have an Advocate with the Father, 
even the Son of God: Tho? that be a Truth; but it is 


* 1 


| 1 | 
3 Chriſt Jeſus, as he is 1 7, 2; God, an Advo- 
3 cate in our Nature. Here then, O caſt down and diſcou- 
raged Peliever, mourning becauſe of thy Sins, and innu- 
merable Short-comings, here is Comfort for you in all your 
Difficulties, and when you feel Sin prevailing in you, that 
Vou have not to do with an abſolute God, but a God in 
our Nature, and a God in Chriſt reconciling the World ro 
.imſelf, and we have an Advocate to go to, and put our 
Cauſe in his Hand, who was incarnate among other great 
and. glorious Reaſons; ſo for this among reſt, Heb. | 
11. 17, 18. Wherefore in all Things it behoved him 
zo be made like unto his Brethren, that he might be a mer- 
cf end faithful high Prieſt, in Things pertaining to 
Cod, to make Reconciliation for the Sins of the People : 
For in that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, he is 
able alſo af Gar them that are tempted. And, Heb. 
iv. 15, 16. Having ſuch an high Prieſt over the vin oy 
of Gad, that can be touched with a Feeling of our Infir- 
5 mi ties, who was in all Things tempted like us, Sin excep- 
=  *' zed. Let us come with Boldneſs to the Throne of Grace, 
5 that wwe may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help us in 


Ground of Comfort ariſing from his Name, this ſweet and 
ſavoury Name, 871 = EW | hes he 
2dly, Let us confider his Offce here in the Text, to which 


One to plead our Cauſe in Law. Upon which I crave 7 
A Leave to remark to you, 1. That however the Words u- 
=. _ zercefſor and Advocate may be often uſed promiſcuoully ; 
Fept they containWiſtinit and different Ideas, and do in this 
properly differ. That an Interceſſor is One, who pleads, 
not only that Threatnings, or deſerved Puniſhment may 
be removed; or kept off, but likewiſe interceeds that Blef- 
fings, or Favour may be beſtowed : Wheteas an Advocate 
here, is properly in the Caſe of Sin, and where there is an 
Accuſer, and a Proceſs of Guilt intented: And therefore 


from 


. W 


the Time of Need. Here then is great, yea und} ble 


he is commiſſionate and anointed ; and that is, an Avocare, 


Chriſt's Interceſſion takes in his whole Work of Mediation 
inthe Higher Houſe, both in his pleading for Deliverance 8% 


Fx TR. 7 „ 
Tv \ 


Sa Wrath, and i F 400 JP Rs to he beſtolved 
whereas this Word here, Advocate, relates only to Sin, < 
a Proceſs led againſt us becauſe of it, and Guilt thereby 
"4 incurred ; ; and ſo we ſee it 1510 laid in the Words helper 
us, F an Man fin, are have an Advocate with rhe Fa; 
ther, and not an Interceſſor with the Father, 

Secondly, I would remark to you, this Word here ren- 
dred Advocate, i is a Word no where made Ule of in Scrip- 
ture, but by this inſpired Apoſtle; and that both here, 
and in bis Goſpel, or Hiſtory bf the Life of our Lord and 
Saviour; and lere 1; it is only made Uſe of, as 
coming from the Mouth of Chriſt himſelf, in theſe Places, 
l xiv. 16 and 26. John xv. 26. and John Xvi. 2 
and once he uſes the Word here himfelf, Ve haue an A 
? * vocate with the Father. In thoſe Places of the Gol 
» written by John, the Word is rde or 
the Holy Ghoſt, and is, by our 8 rendred, 5 
Com 9 and that very ſweetly, to anfwer the End of 
his-b g promiſed to the Diſciples, to comfort them under 
the Want of Chriſt's bodily Fes Which they were to 
have no more: Tet Divines, and the learned in th 

7 e os moſtly, either _ the Greek Word i . that F 

| araclet, without any Interpretation; or, 1 

4 3 do, they render i — a here, an — And ob. 


1 Ferve further, the Way how the Holy Spirit, is 5 
uch 3 

ae. Oomforter to- the 1 1 8 as he is an Advocate: plead- 
2 ing their Cauſe, and intimating Comfort arifin therefrom, 
Mg. FJ Yea, further, it is to engel, that in abr i 7. 
v: the Word ſhould, moſt Pr „be rendred au Advo- 


this © cate, and not Comforter: For t e Words annexed; Whert 
ads. 7he Comforter is come, he will convince the World of Sin 
may © Righteor ſneſs, &c. do determine the Signification, 18 
81 14 Word there, to reprove or cundince, ſignifies, to make o out, 
te dor evince a Point, by clear Proof in Law ; and fo the 
an Word Advocate is more Probe than the Word Conforter, 

And this is yet more antly plain, from the Work 
R afſigned to the Holy Spi irit, in As Text and Context, 
l anely, to convince: the * of Sin, of W 


, 8 — — 
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18 


and of Judgment; which I ſhall eflay, in a few Words, to 
illuſtrate, and then ſhew the Uſe and Improvement 2 
2 make of it, for clearing the Text we are ſpeaking 
from. 25 | + | -.- 
There were three great Pleas which the Apoſtles and 
Church of God had to plead, againſt the carnal World, 


whether of Jus, or Gentiles. Firſt, Chriſt teſtified of 


himſelf that he was the Meſſias promiſed, and, that if 
they did not believe in him, they ſhould die in their Sins, 
Ms viii. 24. However, the Jews, and the reſt of the 
' World, continued obſtinate in their Unbelief, and reject- 
ing of Chri{t as the Meſſias and Saviour of the World. 
Dow, how unable were the Apoſtles to ſuſtain the Plea, 3 
and manage its Defence: But herein did the Holy Ghoſt ": 
plead the Cauſe of the Church and of Chriſt, and, by un- 
deniable Signs, Wonders, and Miracles, which he enabled 
the Apoſtles and Preachers of Chriſtianity to work, ge 
made the World to yield to the Truth, confeſſing Chriſt 
to be the Meſſias, es and N of their 
it 


jeving in 


Sin, in rejecting, and not be 


convinces Sinners 0 


Doer and Blaſphemer, a Seducer o 


8 was treated by the World; and his Diſciples, 
upon this, mocked, ridiculed and perſecuted, while they 


Now, here again, the Holy Ghoſt did plead this Cauſe 


Againſt che World, and did convince, or, by clear Proof, 
did make out to the World, that Chriſt was a righteous 
Perſon, and, that he did bring in Righteouſneſs upon this 
Ulca, and by this Argument, even becauſe be vow 4 the 

r x 9 alher: 


eſus. So 
that, upon this Conviction, many gladly received the 
Word, and were baptized, Acts 1. 41. And thus, the 
Spirit continues to Im. he ſame Caule to this Day, and 
. their Sin, and the high Aggravation 
of this Sin, of not believing in Chriſt Jeſus, by a ſuperna- 
tural Work and Illumination upon the Soul. 24ly. The 
. Apoſtles, and Church of Chrift, had another great 
_ Plea with the World. Chriſt was 1 2 as an evil 

f the People, and ac- | 
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taught that he was a righteous Perſon himſelf, and, by his 
doing and dying, brought in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs. 
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* Father : Namely, Chriſt's Keſurrection from the dead, 


and aſcending to Heaven, which was ſet in the moſt clear 


aud convincing Light, by the Holy Ghoſt, in them; and his 


Gifts poured out upon them, was an undeniable Argu- 
ment and Proof, that Chriſt was a righteous Perſon, and 
approben of by Heaven in what he did. 3⁴⁰ The Church 
bal another great Plea pith the World. Chriſt himſelf 
was judged and condemned by the World; in that Proceſs, 
Satan, the god of this World, had a principal Hand; 
and this J and Sentence the World ſought, by all 


Means, to have approven and juſtified : But this Judg- 
ment is called, over again, by the Hol Chet HP 


che Cauſe of the Church; and he doth it ſo efeQually, 
as Judgment is turned upon Satan himſelf : For Judgment 
did pals upon the Superſtition and Idolatry with which he 


* Had filled the World, and whereupon he had carried him- 


{elf as the God and Prince of the World, and was accord- 
ingly worſhiped in it. But he is now under the Goſpel, 
and, by the ſpreading thereof, laid open, and manifeſted 
to be an accuried Apoſtate; Murderer, and the grand Ene- 
my of Mankind. 'Thus, the Holy Spirit pleads this Cauſe, 


and, by invincible Arguments, proves Satan and the World 


+ guilty of wrong Judgment, wwhzle the Prince 4 this World 
is judged. himſelf. Thus, you ſee, how Poſen y the Word 
does fignifie an Advocate, and to plead a 
vocate, even when it is applied to the Holy Ghoſt, as well 
as in the Text here, e Obit, And therefore, - © © 
Thirdly, Let me remark here, that asthe Holy Ghoſt as 
well as Chriſt are appointed, and have it in their Com- 
miſſion to be an Advocate, yet their Work therein 18 di- 
ſtinct. Chriſt js the ( hurehs Advocate in the Higher 
Houſe, and the Holy Ghoſt is Heaven's Advocate in, and 


with the Church. Chriſt does manage the Cauſe and Af 


fairs of his Church at the Court above; and the H oy Sp 
rit does manage, and plead the Cauſe of Chriſt and Heaven 
in, and with 18 


= 


ſelves 


uſe as an Ad- 


a Church here below. And that Society 
will never be owned by Chriſt, as a Church to him, Where | 
his Holy Spirit does not 1 1 They may take to them- 


a ſelves what Name they pleaſe they may caft-themſelveg 
into what external Mould they pleaſe; but, if they be not 
animate by his Holy. Spirit dwelling in them, and reſiding 


among them, they may be any Thing but a Church of 
5 | Chriſt And 3 5 non 5 Ar 

1 Fourthiy, I would have you here to remark, hat a 
=_ glorious Scene does the n lay open, of a ſweet Com- 
9 munication, Intercourſe, and Fellowyſfiip betwixt the higher 

and lower World, betwixt the Church above, and that 
Here below: And by Virtue thereof, there is a ſweet 
Commerce, Trade, and Communication betwixt theſe two 
diſtant Countries, Heaven and the Church here upon 
Earth, Chriſt hath made up the Breach, and opened the 
Communication which Sin had ſtopped: And God hath, 
1 by Chriſt, reconciled all Things to 4 in Heaven and 
SE in Earth: And the Church now hath its Advocate or Re- 
8 fident in the higher World, and he is Chriſt Feſus, who 
b- manages the Cauſe of his Church and People at the Court 
* of Heaven, and maintains their Privileges there. The Ho 
= *' Ghoſts Heaven's Advocate or Reſident, in the Church 
bere upon Earth, to whom it belongs, to make known the 
Mind and Will of Heaven to the Church, and whole it is, 
to plead the Cauſe of Chriſt, and maintain his Privileges, 
Dignity and Honour in the Church, and in the World, 
and ſo ſays Chtiſt of him, John xvi. 12, He ſpall magni; 
P., or glorify me; for he ſhall take of mine, and ſhew it 
8 unto you, When we have our Cauſe to plead, any Mercy 
28 or Favour to ſeek from Heaven, the Church and People of 
58 God ſend an Account to Chriſt their Advocate, who ma- 

N . nages their Cauſe for them there. Again, the Mind and 
Will of Heaven, all Orders, and e from that Court, . 
= to the Church, are communicate and made known by the 
Holy Ghoſt, in, and to his Church : For, it is he only 4vþ0 
=_— knows the Mind and Will of Gd. 1 Cor. ii, 11, 12. Thus, 

there is a ſweet and bleſſed Communication eſtabliſhed 
13 betwixt the higher and lower World Chriſt is the Church's 
aud Believers Advocate in Heaven, and the Holy Ghoſt is 
=_ Heaven's Advocate or Refident here, in the Church, Here 
= 1 wry PS * f a 
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1 and deſpiſed in the Worl 


he pleads for Sinners, and them that own themſelves to be 
Pinners; and, if they were not ſuch, would not need him 
s their Advocate; for, it is only in this View: ande 
2 | do 


f Paltuct & <4 of 


3 ; 21 
is then, O Child of God, for you, the 
Comfort! Your Cauſe is not 


For he pleads the Cauſe of ch 
Poor and of the Needy, and them' that may have no Hel 
from Man. He js appointed, of Heaven, to this Office 
an Advocate, and never rejects the Cauſe of any who come 
to put Employment in his Hand. So much I would have 


you to remark from the Nature of Chriſt's Office here, as 


the Advocate of his Children and N and that, as the 


great Ground of Comfort to them in all their Straits, and 
even in this, which 1s their worſt Caſe, namely, when they 


1 2 But I muſt not farther enlarge here. And there- 
| ore, "Ix 2 1 
hirdly, Allow me a Word upon his Character as an 


Advocate, and the Comfort that ariſes there from to the 


People of God: Namely, he is Chriſt Feſus the Righte- 
ous * Word ſigniſies the juſt Ons a Lover of Rithte 


ouſneſs, one that will not take in Hand a wrong Cauſe, 


or plead for an unworthy and baſe Action. Now, here ob- 


ſerve, it had been Matter of Comfort to the Lord's People, 


to have ſaid, Chriſt Feſus the merciful or compaſſionate. 


This Epithet would have ſuited their Caſe, who are com- 
paſſed about with Sin and Infirmities ; It would be moſt 


N encouraging to think, that they had an Advocate to go to, 
Who was merciful and ſympathizing, ready to undertake 
for the diſtreſſed, and plead their Canſe. Yea, but here 


the Ground of Comfort does ariſe higer, while Chriſt's 


Character here is % Righteous, or, a Lover of Righte- 


ouſneſs, and one that will not plead a wrong Cauſe, But, 
I ſqppoſe, ſome will be ſaying, How can this be, while 


greateſt Ground of 
; eſperate ; you have one to 
© - undertake it for you, one whoſe Office is, to a at the 
higher Court, and there ſtand up in your Defence; one, 
who is daily ſtanding at the Right Hand of the Father, 
pleading the Cauſe of all thoſe who put their Truſt in him; 
one, who will not reject yu Cauſe, tho' ye may be 
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do imploy him; and 15 in this View that the Text does 
repreſent him as their Advocate? But, in Anſwer to this, I 
would have you to obſerve. Firſt, That Satan is the As- 
cuſer of the Brethren, as Chriſt is their Advocate in the 
higher Houſe. Now, Satan ſometimes brings in an Action 
againſt them, which is utterly falſe, as in the Caſe of 
J, arraigning him as an Hypocrite, that he ſerved the 
Lord from ſelfiſh Principles or Motives, even becauſe 
the Lord had bleſſed his Subſtance, and made an Hedge 
about him. Now, this was utterly falſe, a notorious Ca- 
1 lumny, but native enough to come from him, 28% 7s the 
| Father of Lies. Job was an upright and*a perfect Man, 
| and when outward Enjoyments were removed, yet main- 
| tained his . and could aſcribe Righteouſneſs to 
his 1 in all that he had done: The Lord hath given, 

rd hath taken, bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 
Here, then, the Charge was utterly falſe, in which Caſe, 


in accuſing, does aggravate their Crimes beyond what real- 
Iy they are, while he pleads, and afferts confidently, their 
Sins to be <v/}ful and malicious; while Chrift their Ad vo- 
cate defends their Cauſe, and, as one who knows their 
Heart, and the Sincerity or Uprightneſs of their Intentir 


ons, who knows their Weakneſs, and the ſtrong Tempta- 


tions they were expoſed to, defends their Perſons from Sa- 
tan's malicious Charge, and brings in the Evidence, that, 


. the Crimes alledged, are but Sins of Infirmity, and human 
23 Frailty, and, that they are, to the Perſons, their Grief and 
bY heavy Burden. But, 20h It muſt be acknowledged, that 
IBM in too too many Caſe 


| s, the Accuſation led by Satan is 
true, and founded in Fact, namely, that they have ſinned, 


f | are ſo and ſo guilty, and Satan, the Adverſary, is dext- 


rous in managing his Point; and pleads thereupon the 
bp: Sentence of the Law againſt them as Tranſgreſſors. Now, 
* here the Believers Advocate ap and pleads their 


BI Cauſe as a righteous Cauſe, pleading a Satisfaction given f 
1 to the Law, = inſtructing all Payment of that Debe 


MW our Advocate baffles the Proceſs, and rejects the Accuſati- ; 
8 | on, as uttetly falſe and groundleſs. 2dly. Sometime Satan, 

1 

F 

| 

; 


| 23 |] 
and therefore pleads, according to Juſtice and Law; that 
they be acquitted and abſolved in Judgment. [ Of which 

more upon the next Head 7 
Here then, O ye that are the Children of God, who 
avalk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, whoſe 
heavieſt Burden is, that in many Things ye do come ſhort ; 
here is Ground of Comfort for you : However, upon your 
firing, and bang the Commandments of your God, 
Satan may accuſe; the Law may be ſaid to accuſe, yea, 
your own Conſcience will not fail to accuſe you: Yet here 
is your Advccatę continually appearing in your Behalf, 
and he 1s the juſt, or righteous one, that will never under- 
take a wrong Cauſe, but reckons your Cauſe a juſt one, 


and. accordingly does plead it at-the Court of Heaven, by 


inftru&ingPayment of your Debt, and preſenting a full Sa- 
ri action in your Behalf, and pleading with the Father, 
the righteous: and ſovereign Fudge, not only upon the 
Score of Mercy, but likewiſe, ,yea, eſpecially, of Faſtice. 
Thus we have the Pattern of his Interceſſion, Zohn Chap. 
Xii. throughout, and ver. 24. he ſays not, O merciful Father, 

| hay Q righteous Father, I will, &c. He is a righteous Ad- 
vocate, that will not take in Hand a wrong'Cauſe, and he 


Pleads before a righteous Fudge, that will not pronounce a a 


wrong Sentence, Rom. ii. 2. His Fudgments are all ac- 
cording to Truth : And therefore, he, as our Advocate, 


does, at*the Higher Court, obtain Abſolution, in our Fa- 


vours, againſt the Accuſations of Satan, or, threatning of 
the Law; and when Need is, may I uſe the Expreſſion, 
this Sentence is extracted, and, by Heaven's Reſident here in 
the Church, and with his People, namely, the Holy Ghoſt, 
this Sentence is intimate to the Sou} and Conſcience ; which 
brings in Peace and Quiet there, yea, fills the Perſon avi ih 
Fey unſpeakable. and full of Glory. 5 8 
Poor caſt-down Believer, toſſed with Tempeſts, and 
75 comforted, who ſees nothing in thy ſelf but Sin and 
Unworthineſs; and who are conſcious of innumerable Fail- 
lings every Day, ſo as ye are not able to anſwer for one of a 
Thouſand > &c. here we proclaim Comfort to you , the 
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Lord would have 1 and while you cannot 


plead, or manage your oun Cauſe, here you have of Gods 


providing, of Heaven's ſending and authorizing, an Ad- 
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docate to plead your Cauſe, a righteous Advocate, who 
never did plead a wrong Cauſe, who pleads before a righte- 


- 


' ous Judge, and in whoſe Hand never did yet a Cauſe go 


wrong The Father has given him a Com 


miſſion, in- 


veſted him as a righteous Advocate; Chriſt hath engaged 
t 


to be faithful in Truſt committed to him; come then 
to him with your Caſe, tell him the worſt about your ſelf, 
he knows how to manage your Cauſe, and bring you off in 
Judgment; however, then, your Cauſe may ſeem deſpe- 
rate, for ought you can plead in your own Behalf, yet he 
has a better Plea to bring in, in your Behalf; and there- 
fore, fear not that you ſhall be condemned; 
. But now, becauſe what I have laſt ſaid; namely, That 
the Believer's Cauſe is a righteous Cauſe, and, that how- 
ever we be in oy Things guilty and Offenders, yet 
Chriſt doth undertake that Cauſe, and does, as a righte- 
ous Cauſe, obtain Ahſolution in our Favours. Becaule, I 


_ | fay, this is what, perhaps, the Children of Cod are rea- 


dieſt to doubt of, and jealous: Therefore I proceed to 
— how this is ſo, from the next Head propoſed; and 
was, | Sp < > Wt 4 3133 XN 

«- Thirdly, The Ground upon which our Advocate does 
ad, and upon the Account. whereof he does obtain a 

tence in our Favours; and that is, as he is the. Propi- 
ti ation for our Sins. Here is the Ground upon which his 


| Defences do turn, in _—_ to theſe Pleadings againſt 


us, becauſe of Sin, and Breach of the Law: Every Sin is 
4 Dell, and does, of its own Nature, infer Guilt, and an 
Obligation either to pay the Debt, or go to Priſon, and 
ſuffer the Puniſhment. The poor Sinner himſelf can an- 
ſwer nothing to this Coane; he can neither- pay-his Debt, 
nor come up to what the La 1 f 
Suffering, to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice; and therefore, the 
ea would go heavy againſt him, yea, he would-eertainl 
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JO Child of God! whole Study Holineſs is, and to whom 
Sin is your Grief and Sorruw, he not caſt down, your 
Lauſe is not deſperate; for you have an Advocate to ap- 
Ppear in your Behalf, and plead your Cauſe upon a juſt aud 
iolid Ground. For he #5 the Propitiation for your Sins. 
This Mord, and its Derivatives, occur frequently in 
cripture, and ſignify, Firſt, To make Reconciliation, 
Hieb. ii. 17. to make Rerontiliation for the Sins of the. 
People. zdly. In Conſequence of that Reconciliation made, 
the Word does ſignify to be 2 favourable; or 
merciful to any, Laute xviit. 13. God be merciſul to me 
+ a Sinner. It ſigniſies Mercy, or Favour, upon the Ac- 
count of a Propitiation; for Mercy cannot vent it {elf to 
Sinners and Offenders againſt a Holy and juſt God, but 
upon the Soore of an Attonement and Satisfaction. 
Here, O Chriſtian rejoice, yea, be exceeding glad, here 
is a ſure Foundation, upon which your Cauſe does reſt; 
and, upon the Account wherecf, it is an Ad ꝙ Fuſtice 
that you be: abſolved : Tour Advocate appean, in the 
Higber Houſe, for you; and however it be there wnftrufted 
Jagamſt you, that you are Sinners, and have tranſgre - 
Law; 2 — ict; yet it is 
| acknowledged juſt and equal, Thar the Soul that founethb 


denying the e for he is juſt, 
impugn the Truth; without pleading, chat the Lau 
tens more than the Crime deſerves; for he is ri 
and will not impeach the Law that is Holy, juſt, 
For, the Penalty is founded in the Holineſs 1 

his Law, and flows from the intrinſick Demerit of Sin : 
Jet, he appears in your Behalf, and pleads upon a Propi- 
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fall die: Yet, your Advocate Joes appear, and without 
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tiation, that is, that he hath, in your Name, and in your | 
Stead, given all that Obedience which che Law did de- : 
mand, in Heart and Liſe; and that thereby, he hath 1 

| 1 Honour to the Law, and Lawgiver chan 1 : 
IF they chemſelves had given to it ꝓerfect and perſomal Obe- 2 
dience. adh). He pleads in — ; 2 
A. , D : ewiſe | 4 2 
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F nkewiſc undergone the Prniſoment, and Penalty due, 
andi that in, and by his Sufferings in their Room and Stead, 
Fuſtice hath got more, and the Law is more honoured, 
than if they had all been thrown into Hell; and made a 
*1 Sacrifice to Divine Juſtice: Thus, he hath magnified the 


Za, and made it honourable, Iſa. xlii- 2 1. T 
Here then is the Ground of your: Advocate's Plea, or 
Defence, in your - Behalf. He acknowledges: the Debt to 
have been owing. But here he inſtructs, in the Court of 
Heaven, that he, as their Surery and Cautioner, had paid 
their Debt, even the whole that was contained in their 


- Bond ; . ea, not only ſo, but, that he hath paid the Pe- 
. -zalry likewiſe contained in their Bond, and that now the 


Debt is paid, and their Bond * and giver: up to 
him, a 'bath blotted out the Hand- wribi that was 


Sar on was made: 


> | in Law, or ö one, in whoſe | 
aon this Plea,” not only are they abſolved from any 


fied by the righteous Judge, and intitled to 
La. did iſe to thoſe that did 

Keep the ſame ; and the Believers FAftifcation is, on this 
Foundation; an AR of ee not of Mercy, Rom, 
UE: 24, 25; Being juſtiſed freely y bis Grace, through 
tbe Nrilemption t hat is in Chriſt Feſus:;: Whom God hath 
Jet: 4 Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, to 
es bis: Righteouſueſs, that he might be juſt, and the 


Jule len N them that believe in Chrift Feſus, Kc. 
| e Chant 1 hope e de bee A, 


the World; here is the greateſt Ground of' Corafort, and 
that yonr Advocate, in pleading your Cauſe, is pleading 
a Juſt: aud righteous Cauſe, and which muſt needs be o. 
ed o, in the Oourt of Heaven, by the vigbreous Lache of 
all the: Earth: And here allow me to make Remark, 
which E might hade made upon the Character our Advo- 
cate bears, Hani, that he is the Rig hreous; but which 


the 


rr! , 


might come in as well herez and, that is, he-is | 
G EC 


che rig hitec one, the juſt one: And therefore will not 


1 due, ead Mercy, or Favour, in Behalf of Sinners, in 
Stead, — to Fuſtice, or the Honour of the Court of Naser 
he is Man, he is merciful and compaſſionate, and hath a 


ade 2 Concern and tender Regard for his poor Brethren of the 
uman Nature, and does ſympathize with us: But, as he 


is God, he will ſeek or demand no Favour, but in a 
onfiftency with all the Divine Perfections, the Honour of 
uſtice, and the Law. And this very Conſideration, is 
hat- which makes the whole of Chriſt's Purchaſe and Re- 


» * 


demption deſireable, and truly amiable in the Eyes of the 
gracious een Soul, namely, that his Salvation will 
ternally be to the Honour of Bod, and of his Law : 
Ind Chriſt our Advocate, as the juſt, or righteous one, 


up to hat he might be both merciful to Sinners, and yet juſt, 
7 and conſult the Honour of all the Divine Perfections, there- 
ran 


ore he became a Propi tiation, and pleads nothing but u 
Pn a Propitiation, a fan -and fat Price paid down — 


nade : She Honour of the Law, and Satisfaction of the Lawgiver : 
many W\ heretore his Plea, in their Behalf, being a juſt Plea 
ndati- Hnd Defence, and, as he pleads before a righteous Judge, 
led to Fo be ſure, he will not, cannot be denied his Plea in their 
t al gehalf, ſeeing it is founded upon ſtrict and material Jus 
fi this tice, -- _ 4 2 | s 
| Kere then, O Believer, and Child of God! awake, a- 


le out of the Duft, and ſhine forth, for thy Salvatio 

near; however, Iniquity may prevail againſt you, and 
in go over your Head, as a Burden too heavy for you to 
dar; hqwever, if God. ſhould enter into Ju gment with 
du, you, nor any Pleſh, could be juſtified in his Sight, 
al. xxx. 2. Yet now there 18 a Ranſom. pa; * 


le 
aw. ſatisfied, Juſtice honoured, God declaring himſelt 
ell pleaſed with it, and Chriſt, your Adyocate, to ap- 
ar in your Cauſe, who hath undertaken to plead it, and 
ing you off in Jud ment. ' How triumphantly does the 
poll expreſs himpidlf on this Head in Words, that de 
ich Wpaſs all human Eloquence! Roy. viii. 337 34» 25 
j 5 ; — N | A 
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ſhall lay any Typing to hd, ; of God's Fleft? [Or 
who ſhall intent a Proceſs Lain any of God's Elect? As 
the Word Imports] I is God who juſtifies, auho is he 
that will condemn ? It is Chriſt that died, yea, rather, 
that is riſen again, «eh is at the right Hand of the Fa- 
ther, who alfo maketh Tnterceſſion for us. 

Now, this Plea, in your Behalf, O Believer! who have 

| Med unto this Refuge ſet before you; and whoſe Righte- 
ouſneſs is that of Chrilt'e who ig the End of the Law! 

for Righteouſneſs to every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. 
This of Chriſt's. Righteouſneſs, his Obedience. and Sati/- 
Jaction to the Law, is a more 1 Security, and more 
perfect Method of Acceptance before God, than if Adam, 

and all his Poſterity, had kept the Terms of the Cove- 
nant of Works. Then, indeed, they might have pled the 
promiſed Bleſſing, and it would have been due, by Virtue 
of the promiſed Connexion, in that Covenant, betwixt their 
Doing and the Life revealed there : Yet there would! 
have been no Merit in their Obedience, deſerving the! 

; Reward :..But here is now a meritorious Righteouſneſs 
that is pleaded in our Behalf, and conſequently, a bette 
Ground of ſtanding, than if we had never fallen in Adam 
and ſo the Believer, Pal, Ixxxix, 16. ſpall be exalted i. 
this 9 Exalted higher than ever he could 
have been by his own Righteouſneſs, even his Obe 
dience to the Covenant of Works; and the Believer juſti 
fied, and cloathed with the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, beau 
tified, and ſanctified, by his Holy Spirit, is a more excel 
lent and glorious Creature, than Adam, with all his ori 
ginal, and perſonal, Holineſs about him. I hope, I neec 
not inlarge more upon this Head, the Ground of Comfor 
Here is ſo great, Ns Conſolation ſo full, that we wan 
Hearts and Faculties rather to comprehend it, ſeein 
Words here fail to expreſs it; yea, it will be the Sul 
_ = ject of the unwearied Songs, and accented Halelujahs « 
- IE the Redeemed above, through never ending Ages, to co 
KW . template this Myſtery, and ſtill new Wonders will fill th 
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would remark, That the Apoſtle does not ſay, he is an Ad- 
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Minds of the admiring Company, and make their Songs 
new through Eternity, Rev. v. 9. in 
Fourthly, We proceed to diſcourſe the Ground of Com- 
fort ariſing to the Children of God, from the Conſiderati- 
on of the Perſon with whom, or before whom, this our 
Advocate does plead, and that is, ſay the Words, He is an 
Advocate with the Father. And the Conſolation and 
Encouragement, ariſing from this Relation, cannot fail of 
being ſweet and ſtrong. Many Times it is known, that, 
in Courts here below, a Cauſe hath got a wrong Turn, 
either from the Judge his having ſome Picque, or Quarrel 
at the Perſon whole Cauſe it was, or that he did bear no 
ood Will to thoſe who did plead and manage the ſame : 
ut here, O Child of God, there is no Ground of Fear; 
As your Cauſe is juſt, and he isthe righteous Judge before 
whom your Cauſe does come, and from whoſe Sentence 
there lies no Appeal ; ſo your Cauſe will not fare the worſe 
for his Sake who does plead the ſame : For he who 1s our 
Advocate, is an Advocate with the Father. And here I 


vocate with his Father, nor he is an Advocate with our 
Father, but with the Father to take in both. John xx. | 
17. Igo, ſays Chriſt, zo your Father and my Father &c, ' ti 
He is Chriſt's Father, and the Believer's Father, and from | 
_ Conſiderations, the ſweeteſt Ground of Comfort does 
ariſe, | 1 
Firſt, The Judge before whom our Cauſe does come, 1 
and who does pals the final Sentence in the ſame, he is our 1 
Advocate's Father. ------ Under the Old-Teftament Diſ- | N 
penſation, the Lord made himſelf known to Hrael, his . 
own peculiar People, under the ſweet and encouraging a 
Name, Exod. iii. 1). The Lord Gd of your Fathers, the .\% 
God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob, This is my Name, \ﬆ 
and this my Memorial to all Generations. And it was to 
them a ſweet Name, as it pointed God forth, the Cove- 
nant-keeping God, remembring his Covenant with Abra- 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob: Yea but under the New-Teſtament; * 
he hath taken to himſelfa ſweeter Name, even the on and 
a 7 ather 


D 30 
Father our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Eph. i. 3. And in this 
Relation we are to look to him, and, from this endearing 
Name, to take our Ercouragement in all our 2 


to him: And queſtionleſs the Ground of Comfort here 
muſt be exceeding great, even that Chriſt in pleading our 
Cauſe, he does it before his Father: and the Intereſt of the 
Son, with the Father is exceeding great, if you conſider, 
- Firſt, That Chriſt is the eternally bego- ten and well be- 
Joved of the Father He is his only Son, and the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon, who lay eternally in his Boſom, and 
daily brought up mith him, Prov, viii. 32. and there- 
fore is revealed to us in Scripture, as the only begotten and 


cel} beloved of the Father, John i. 18. Matt. xvii. 5. 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am dell pleaſed. Now 


conſider here the Greatneſs of the Perſon pleading, He is 


the Father's Equal. Confider that infinite and inexpreſſi- 


ble Love +bbetwixt the Father and the Son, which cannot 
fail to make him love the Cauſe the better for his Sake, 
who does undertake to plead the ſame before him. What 
is it, Beloved, think you, that the Father will deny — 

t 


hie beloved, to his eternally begotten Son? This is 


ſtrongz Argument, which Chriſt would have us make Uſe 
of with the Father in our Approaches unto him, ohn xvi. 
23, 14. Verily, ſays Chriſt, whatſoever ye ſpall as the 
Father in my Name he will give it unto you; - Hitherto 
ye have asked nothing, as that ye may receive, and that 
aur Foy may be full. As if Chriſt had ſaid to them, you 
have never hitherto made Ule of this Plea or Argument 
in your Prayers; {eek therefore a Proof of the Father's 
Love to me, in what he will give you for my Sake, and 
ye ſhall-find that whatſoever ye ſhall ask in my Name, the 
Father will it for my Sake. Lea Chriſt himſelf 


does make Uſe of this Argument in his pleading with the 


Father in his interceflory Prayer Zohn xvii. 23. 24. For 


| — fe Sar before the Foundation of the World. -—- And 


rhat the World may know that thou loveſt me &c. Now, O 


| Þ Child of God! How unſpeakably great muſt needs be the 
ET * Groundof Comfort ſpringing up from thence, while Chriſt 


him- 
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31 
himſelf in his ms with the Father in R Behalf, does 
t that unſpeakable 


lead upon that eternal, that infinite, 
ove that is hetwixt him and the Father. This is an Ar- 
gument, the Strength and Influence whereof is far above 


our Capacities; It is a Subject, which we may, in our ad- 
miring . launch out a little into; but where 
our Words mul 

be found too narrow to comprehend the fame. 0 8 


fail in expreſſing it, and our Facultie 


But 2dly, As he is the Father's Son, and well beloved 


Son; ſo he is his obedient Son: For rho) he was g Son, his 
eternally begotten Son, of the ſame Nature, an glorious 
Perfections with the Father; Ter, Heb. v. 8. he learned 


Obedience by what he ſuffered: He was a moſt obedient 
Son to his Father ; and hath done, at his Command, and 
for his Father's Sake, the greateſt of Service. At the Will 
of his Father he came down from Heaven to Earth, 'and did 
undergo a weary and painful Service, and ſuffered a cruel, 


"ſhameful, and accurſed Death, and all this he did at the 


Command and Will: of his heavenly Father.-----7 come to 
do thy Will, O my Gad, ſays Chriſt, when ſpeak: g about 


his offering himſelf a Sacrifice for Sinners. And with Re- 
| __ to the drinking that bitter Cop put into his Hand, he 
ay 1 


s, Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cu Ss. from me, 


nevertheleſs, not my Will, but thine be done: All this he 
did at the Commandment of the Father, and to bring 


Glory and Honour to the Divine Perfections, Fobn xvii. 4. 
T have glorified thee upon Earth, I have finiſhed the Work 


 ewhich thou gave me to do. And this Obedience to his 


t Chriſt does lay as the Ground upon which 


Father, is w 


his Intercefſion is founded, and for which he pleads and 
craves all theſe invaluable Bleſſings may be beſtowed up- 
on his Friends and followers, which are ſpecified in that 


Chapter throughout. Here -then is a double "Argument, 
not only Love, but Juſtice, to his well Beloved and his 
Obedient Son, and the Ground of Comfort is here moſt firm 
and ſure, and ariſes to a Plerophory, or full Aſſurance of 
Faith; and is not a faint Hope, or a may be, in the Matter. 
Here is a Son, that never diſobeyed his Father; but _ 


4 
3 

his Glory, became a Servant, and obedient even unto Death, 

Philip. 11. 7, 8. and laid down his Life at the Command- 

ment of the Father: And what is it, think you, O Chri- 

ſtian, that the Father can or will deny to ſuch a Sau, who 


preſents himſelf, thus, before his Father, as the Lamb ſſain, 


1 his Obedience, his Blood, and Suffering, be- 
fore his Father, and pleads, according to the Tenor of 
that eternal Compact, which now is ratified, and all the 
Conditions of it, on Chriſt's Part, fulfilled; that all the 
promiſed Bleſſings thereof may be furthcoming to all the 
Childreff of Promiſe? This his Obedience is ſo well 
pleaſing to his Father, that he ſays to him, Pal. ii. 
6, 7, 8 Oc. Thou art my only Son, this Day I have be- 
gotten these. Ask of me, and I will give thee the Heathen 
Fr thine Inberitance, and the outmoſt Ends of the Earth 
for rhy Poſſeſſion, &c. Ask what you will, and you ſhall 
© have it. And, what is it that a loving Father can deny toſuch 
a 8on? Such an obedient Son? Who preſents his Obedience 


and Suffering before his Father, and pleads upon that 


Score in Behalf of thee, O Believer, and Child of God! 
But, 2dly. As he, before whom our Cauſe is pleaded, 
and by whoſe Sentence it is finally determined, is CHriſt's 
Father; and this, as the great Ground of Encouragement, 
that it ſhall go well with us, and that Chriſt's Pleading 
ſhall be regarded in our Behalf, becauſe the Judge is his 
Father, and a loving, and tender-hearted Father and there- 
tore ready: to hear 1n-Behalf of his obedient Son, whom he 
loved ſo well; even fo, it will not go the worſe with our 
Cauſe, that the Fudge is our Father. Sirs, theſe who know 
the Heart of a Father to a beloved Child, can tell, that 
if the Children commit a Fault, and ſuch as would ſeem to 
call upon the Parents to chaſtiſe them for it: Yet, if the 
Child come to himſelf, and acknowledge his Fault, and 
weep before his Father, this ſo melts the Heart of a Father, 
that his Bowels do tie up his Hands, chat he cannot inflict 
the Puniſnment. And, as 4 Fat ber pitieth his Children, ſo 
dot h the Lord pity them that fear him: Pſal. ciii. 13. There 
PD 100 912135 037509t9n, op 18 
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is a ſtrong Expreſſion in Seripture to this Purpoſe, Hop. ii. . "0 


8, 9. How ſhall I give thee up O Ephraim? Hot ſhall 
I deliver thee Iſrael? How: ſhall I ſer thee as Admah? 
And make thee as Leboim? Mine 
me; and my Repentings are kintlled together. God takes 
up the Rod, as it were, in tis Hand; but when he looks 
upon his Child, his Heart, may we fo exprefsit, aftet the 
Manner of Men, fails him, and he cannot find in his Heart, 
as it were; for to ftrick, and he throws down the Rod a- 
„ eee are turned within me, ſaith the Lord: 
The - Encouragement then is great. He is dun Father: 
But 2dly. When the beloved Child does commit a Fault, 


* 


and the Father riſes to chaſtiſe him; yet, O how glad is 
he! as it were, if any one will interpoſe, or offer to inter- 
ceed in Behalf of the Child; and upon a very little, or 


even faint Interceſſion, we know the Father is willing to 


forbear the Rod, and paſs by Puniſhment. Much more 
is it ſo in the Cale of our heavenly Father, he is glad, as 


it. were, to find an Interceſſor, Ezck. xxii. 30, 31. 1 
ſought for a Man to ſtand in the Breath, &c. But the 
Expreſſion ſeems to be yet more ſtran 


4. 


T/rael had ſinned a great in ir taking tlie golden Calf, 
204 the Lord is juſtly provoked to eat off K 

But .yet he ſays, Let me alone: Moſes, that mine Anger 
may burn againſt them, &c. which was juſt as uch as to 
ſay, now Moſes;-if you offer to-interceed for them, for as 


angry I am at them, and tho well they deſerve to be caſt off, 
and diſowned by me; yet, if you offer -to-plead with me 
in their Behalf, my Heart will fail me, and my Bowels 
and Compaſſion will not ſuffer me to cut them off, but yet. 
to pity and {pare them, unworthy as they are. And ſo 
Miſes underſtood theſe Words, and accordingly interceed- 


ed, and the Lord was intreated of him. O ſtrange Words! 


Moſes let me aloue! Now Sirs, behold the Heaft of a Fa- 

ther! ſee the Bowels of a heavenly Father! and how he 

ſtands affected to his Children; even glad, as it were; - 
r 3 


when he can find any one to interceed for them, becauſe 


be is ſtrongly inclined to W them Favour and Pity; —— 


e, Exod. XxX1t; 10. 


at People: 
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ror this, oe what Cg 27 Comfort h gel 
T hat it is the Father's well Beloved, and his obohienfScs, 
that comes before him to plead for his Brethren, who are 
the Children of our heavenly Father, and dearly beloved 
of him. O Believer, who. may be under the diſmal and 
melancholly Apprehenſions, as if your Father had caſt you 
off, and had in Anger ſhut up. his tender Mercies, and 
would neyer regard ſuch a poor worthleſs one as you imagine 
your ſelf to be: Why are you thus caſt down? Why enter- 
tain ſuch. harſh Thoughts of your Father, he has given 
you no Ground for it? Yea, takes it ill, that you ſhould 
Put ſuch barſh Conſtructions upon hi n, and his Dealings 


wards you, a, xlix. 14. Zion ſaid, the Lord bath 
orſaken me, and my Lord 5 me. That was a 
cavy Charge, and the Lord takes it ill that any of his 
own ſhould impute ſo much to him; and therefore he re- 
ſents the Challange in the next Words, Can a Woman for- 


get her ſucking Child that ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion 


an the Son of her Womb ? Tea, ſve may forget, yet will T - 


never forget thee. Ariſe then out of your Obſcurity, 
ſhine forth as the Light; act like your ſelf, like a Child 
of God, and an Heir of Glory; your _ Father in Chriſt 
bears a good Will to you, — is rich in Mercy towards 
you ; You are his Children,. he will never deny the Rela- 
tion, nor act unſuitably to it. Yea, Chriſt gives this Ground 
of Comfort to his Diſciples, that his Father is as ready to 
love them, pity them, and grant. them what they want, as 
Chriſt himſelf is ready to interceed for them, Jahn xvi. 
265 2 . In that Day ye ſpall ack in my Name, and I ſay 
not, that Twill pray the Father for you, for the Father 
himſelf loveth you, becauſe: you have — d me, Now, this 
1s not to be underſtood abſolutely, as if Chriſt would not 


pray for them: But in this Senſe, he would not need too 
much Intreaty in their Behalf, as if the Father were un 


MM: « d „ -. 


willing to give: For, ſays. he, the Father himſelf loveth 


.S- 


von, and is more ready. to give you, than you are to ask 


+ . of him. We are encouraged to come to him as our Fa- 
ther, a tender-hearted Father, who rejoiceth 39 —4 
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Children own him * Ne is glad to hear their 


Voice, and will not deny the Requeſts, or refuſe to hear 


the Complaints of his dear and beloved Children. 
Thus, our Advocate pleads with the Father, theſe are 
the great and prevailing Arguments he makes Uſe of with 
the Father. This is the great and triumphant Ground 
of Conſolation, which our Text preſents to all the Chil- 
dren of God, 7. hat if any Man fm, as Sin will be hang- 
ing about them while here below, yer, they have an Advo- 
cate with the Father, Chriſt Feſus the righteous, and he 
is the Propitiation for our Sins. | 
Now having inlarged ſo much ayes the Words them- 


ſelves in a practical Manner, I ſhall be more brief in the 
Application, with which I am to conclude this Diſcourſe, 


APPPLICATION.. 


| Now, for Improvement of what has barks ſaid; allow | 


me to deduce the Particulars following, Firſt, Were this 
either a proper Time, or Place, we might fairly take Occa- 
fion from this Doctrine to expoſe the Folly and Wicked- 
neſs of the Romrſo Church, who teach all their Followers 
to apply themſelves to other Iuterceſſors and Advocates, 
beſide our Lord Jeſus, who is the Advocate with the Fa- 
ther, and who pleads upon his Propitiation. They ds 
make their Suit to Angels, to the Mother of our Lord, with a 
great Number of ogy Saints of their own, departed ; 
And to excuſe, or put a fair Colour upon this horrid Ido- 
latry, they make a DiſtinQion betwixt a Mediator of Re- 

mption and a Mediator of Iuterceſſon.: Which I hope, 
rom what hath been ſaid concerning Chriſt's Advocateſhip 
with the Father, or his pleading. in our Behalf, being 
founded upon his being the Propittation, does evidently 
_—_ you all to be a Diſtinction without a Difference: 

or if the Right of Chriſt's Advocateſhip be founded upon 

is Propitiation, then it is evident to a Demonſtration, 
that no one can be a Mediator of Iuterceſſion, but he who 


is the Propitiation. * if none be fit to ſuſtain, or 


diſcharge 
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Gufcharge che Province G an Advocate; with: God, but he 
Who paid the Price of Redemption; then how unaccountable 


is the numerous Interceſſors the Church of Rome has 


Palm'd upon the Chriſtian World? What Diſhonour do 
they reflect upon Chriſt our Advocate with the Father, 
h, the'-he-trode the Nine Preſs alone, and of the 


People there were naue with him; yet they will needs 


have thoſe to ſhare in his Glory as an Advocate, who 


ſtood by, and could give no helping Hand in paying down 
the Price of our Redemption. This is to pretend to 
honour our Redeemer, by taking off the Glory trom him, 
and ſharing it among thoſe, whoſe greateſt Honour is, 
that they are a Part of that Company that make up his 
glorious Retinue in the Higher Houſe. T6170 

Secondly. Is it fo, That it is the Privilege and Happi- 


neſs of the Children of God, that they have ſuch an Ad- 


vocate to plead their Cauſe, and who cannot fail of dens: 
ing them off in Judgement: Ye that are Strangers to Reli- 


| £10n, Enemies to Chriſt as he comes a Saviour to fave 
om Sin; let me expoſtulate with you, what ſhall become 


of you? Have you ſeriouſly laid to Heart your State and 
Condition? Much Debt you have contracted, and daily are 
increaſing the ſame; Many Accuſers you have; Satan is 

our Accuſer, the Law, and Juſtice of God arraign you, 
tm whom II to plead for you ? And however now 
God is long tuffering and patient, and your Conſcience be 
quiet, yet when God's Book of Accompts comes to be open- 
ed, you will be found to have run "ep in his Debt, and 
what have you td anſwer for your ſelves? Whom have you 
to plead your ' Cauſe, while ye reject Chriſt, who alone, 


by Heaven's Ordination, is appointed and inveſted with 
this honourable Office of the Advocate, and the only Me- 
diator between God and Man? Now then, while there is 
no other in Heaven or Earth, who can or dare approach 
to God, and plead in Judgement for Sinners but him: 
What muſt” become of you, who now will have nothing 
to do with him? What will you do in that Day of Rec- 
.- Koning, who now hold your Heads high in Contempt and 
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Slighting of Chriſt 1. O remember that awful Word, 
Rev. vi. 16. When. ye ſpall cry to the Hills und aum 
rains, fail on us, and hide us from the Face ¶ hin ihm 
firrerh upon the Throne, and the Wrath of the Lamb. A 


pitiful Shift; rather wiſh to be-cruſhed intg ten thouſand 


Pieces, than -abide one Look of him thatlltteth on the 


Throne to judge you: Wratb, is no Part of M Character, 
nor does it enter into any Idea that we form of à Lamb. 
How deſperate then muſt be your Cauſe, how aggravat- 


ing will be found your Provocations, when they Kindle in 


the Lamb, Wrath againſt you? O poor Sinner be intreat- 


ed then, to lay to Heart your Condition and miſerable 


State; you ſtand condemned for many Acts of Rebellion, 
againſt the righteous Judge, and his holy Law, and no 
Man to plead your Cauſe, and you dare not look your 
Judge in the Face, and the Lamb is filled with Wrath a- 
gainſt you. O then take Pity on your ſelves, conſider 
what you are, doing, hearken and hear while the Day of 
Grace laſts; fly unto Chriſt the Propitiation ' for Sins, 


while he is yet offering himſelf. a Saviour and Advocate 


- 


for you, ſeek and cultivate 3 with him, that 
he may ſtand your Friend, an plead your Cauſe, and 
bring you off in Judgement, otherwiſe you mult fall a Sa- 
crifice to Divine Juſtice, and the Smoke of your Torment 
muſt aſcend for ever and ever in that Place, where the 


Worm never 4 the Fire is never quenched. 


uſe as 


your Advocate <eith the Father. This is a ſweet. Object 
for your Faith to contemplate, and when we get; by Faith, 


_ &condly, Are there not among 


and offers it up with the prayers of all Saints upon 


| SO 019 $1 3 : 
within the Vail, and . ſee Chriſt with the Blood of At- 


tonement in his Hand, managing our Cauſe in the Court 
of Heaven; This will be a ſweet Morſel for you to feed 
on, this will prove the Nouriſhment and Rejoicing of your 
Souls. This will be your greateſt Comfort, ah afford 
you many cet and refreſhing Cordial, while you are 
travelling Wough the Wilderneſs. : For, 

Firſt, Are there not many among you ſaying, O wo's 
me for my manifold Iniquities, and my Tranſgreſſions are 
multiplied, and are gone over my Head as a Burden too 
heavy to be born? O Sirs remember, to you it is ſpoken, 
whole Hearts Deſire is t hat ye ſin not ;yet wherein you do 
fin, and are overtaken, be not altogether caſt down, diſ- 
pair not of the Mercies of your Heavenly Father, you have 


done to plead your Cauſe, an Advocate with the Father; 


and, conſider for your Comfort, that he is not only one 
who can plead your Cauſe, but who is inſtalled in his Of 
fice for that End, and who hath undertaken to do it, who 


hath ed his Faithfulneſs and his Honour in your Be- 
half; Nath 


erefore who will not neglect your Cauſe, or fail 
to appear in Judgment for you. 7 1 
| you mournful Com- 

aints, and heavy Groans, O wo's me for a deceitful 

eart, that fails me in every Duty, and when I would fain 
be moſt ſpiritual and beſt employed, yet then my Heart is 
wandring, and purſuing after hes 'Trifles ; ſo that 
I am aſhamed, and bluſh before Goc, to think that I 
mould have offered up ſuch a dead and lifeleſs Sacrifice 
before the holy and living God? Well! but, O Chriſtian! 


is this your real Burden, and of which you are complain- 


ing, and longing to be delivered from it? Then take 
Comfort, your glorio Advocate does plead your Cauſe, 


and he is One Who can have Compaſſion, and has a —_— 


with your infirmities ;- he appears in Heaven for you, 


he takes the Incenſe of his own Sacrifice and 3 

Al- 
tar that is the Throne of God, Rev. viii. 3. And 
it is upon the Account thereof, and not upon the Value of 


any 
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any Service performed by . your Prayers are heard, 
or your Performances accepted with the Father. 
- Thirdly, Is there any among you who have 
Guilt ſtaring you in the Face, the Law in its Terrors and 
Horror taking Hold on your Conſcience? your Caſe cries 
for Pity and Sympathy, For the Spirit of 4 Mus toi 
K his Infirmity, but a wounded Jpirit auho can bear ? 
et, O aſflicted, toſſed, and not comforted, let me beg 


and intreat of you, that you would not imagine to get 
Guilt expiate, Peace brought into your Conſcience, and 


your Wound healed again by any Duty or external Perfor- 
mance; that it is your Duty in that Event, to confuſs your 
Sin, to ſet about Refomation, is plain, and what ne Perfon 
will deny: But not upon the account of any of them will 
ever you ſind Reſt unto your Souls. But here is the Me- 
thod the Goſpel preſents you with, and that is, imploy 
our Advocate; put your Cauſe, in his Hand, who is che 
ropitiation: He hath enough of Merit in his Obedience 
and Suffering to attone for your Crime, and expiate Se 
Guilt ; and the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, ſprinkled on the Cor 
ſcience by his Spirit, ſpeaketh that Peace to the Heart, 
which paſſeth a 2 e e ARE 9 
Fourthiy, O poor weak, toſſed and harraſſed Creature, 
who art labouring under ſtrong Temptations; "feeling 


Corruption within you ſtrong, and Grace weak, and trem- 


bling every Moment leſt Satan finally ail, ye turn Apo- 
ſtate from Religion, and the Life' of Grace be quite'ex- 
tinguiſhed in you; poor weak and diſtreſſed Soul, we would 


have you comforted and delivered from theſe anxious and 


deſponding Fears, For your Life is hid avith Godin Chriſt, 


Col. iii. 3. and the Graces of the Spirit in yeu are more 
deeply rooted in him than in yourſelves; and becauſe Curiſt 
lives, ye ſpall live alſo; and nonè f bis Sheep ſpall be ever- 
plucked out of his Hand. He is your Advocate, who will 
not give up your Caufe, however deſperate you may reckon 
it yourſelf; yet with Him it ſtands — while he is able 


to fave to the uttermoſt all that come to God through him, 
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Hebei g A ee e! Ne 
Fi. Here, O Child of God, and beloved of your 
beavenly Father lis Comfort for you, and the ſweeteſt 
Conſolation againſt the Fears of Deuth and Judgment. 
Cbxriſt your, beſt Friend will not forſake you, or give up 
_ = your Cauſe in that Day: He is ingaged in Honour, 
vwhich is dearer to him than your Souls are worth, That 
eil preſent you all without Spot or Blemiſh before his 


1 I 
4 Fat fern Preſence with W great Foy, Jude ver. 24. 
* Howeten your Accounts be long, many Articles + 


= | 1d 
i 6. ems in them yet Chriſt, who hath undertaken your 
Dau, hach a Righteouſneſs to produce, to anſwer for 
Wi them all, and merit your being acquitted before the righte: 
Wy. ous. Judge! of all the Earth, Be not then afraid of Death, 


tmc the King of Terrors; his Sting from you is taken a- 
Way. Be not Afraid of the Grave, for it is a Bed perfums 
ace. dd, and ſweetned by your Redeemer his lying there; and 
nin che Morning of the Reſurrection, then lift up yo 
Head, for your compleat Redemption draweth near: HG) 
3 he bow is your Advocate againſt all the Accuſations of 
þ — Law, or your own Conſcience, will be your Judge; 


to be ſute, will never condemn thoſe for whom he 


7 
1 


med his Blood, and whoſe. Cauſe he had maintained as a 
aue before his Father. 0 on fs) 
Now, a few Advices ſhall put an End to this Diſcourſes 
And, Firſt, L hope that I will not need, from this com- 
ſrtable Poctrine, to caution any of the Lord's People 
gagainſt Su, by any Threatning of the Law, or Terror 
from Mount: Sinai: 1 am ſure, if the Faith of theſe 
Things be upon your Spirits, the View of a loving and 

= - . compaſſionate Father, the Faith of ſuch a faithful and loving, 
| Advocate pleading in your, Behalf,” will melt your Hearts. 
ite, Love and Gratitude to him, and if this Love be ſhed 
ahroad in your Hearts, and you hear ur dear Redeemer 
Aaying to you, {f ye lave me, ech my Commandments :. 


This will prove a more powerful Motive and A egen 6 
es rom 


113 againſt Sin, than all the Terrors of the Law, or Cu 


5 ſeting be ever tj vet h 70 male continual. Interceſſion for | 


NOS” 2 - = 0 
e <- oy 481-5 | 
Mount Sinai to the Workers of Iniquity : It is not to thofe © 
ho can indulge themſelves in Sin, but thoſe whoſe ſtudy 
Holineſs is; and to whom Sin 1s their Grief and Burden; 
fat the Comfort in the Text is ſpoken; that if any Man 
u We have an Advocate with the Father: 8 

Secondly, Is Chriſt in Heaven? Is he gone to the Higher 
Houſe to manage your Affairs, and to plead your Cauſe 
there ? Then, ( Blievet, and Child of God! ſee your 
Duty. Firſt, Not to forget Chriſt while he is there, his 
Heart is much ſet on you, and when he was about to leave 
tis World, he does, in the moſt affectionate Manner, re- 
commend” you to his heavenly Father, John xvii: 11: and 
0 1 am 10 more in the World, but theſe are in theWorld, 
Holy Father, kegp them through thy Name & c: And now 
Hat he is entred Within the Vail, it is for you, O Believer, 
ind in your Behalf he is continually appearing before the 
Throne of God: O be aſhamed and bluth, that Chriſt is ſo 
little in your Thoughts and your Affections: O let us ſeek to 
ave him always upon dur Hearts, and ingraven upon the 
Palms of our Hands, as Chtiſt has us and dur Cauſe always 
upon his Heart before the Father : Let us think much on 
im; let us meditate on his Love; and ſeek to have our. 
Heartsarid Affections daily warmed with Love to him, who 
loveth us ſo dearly. * 


»* | Secondly, Is our Advocate in the Higher Houſe, and 
of Raere upon bur Account pleading our Cauſe : Then ſure it 
urles , moſt natural, and like a Child of God, that we ſhould» 
com Pe concerned for, and wiſh well to his Cauſe and Intereſt» 
cOPXC there upon Earth: It beconies us to ſeek the Wellfare of 
theſe jon, the” Peace of Jeruſalem, the Increaſe and Advance-' 
" ſpent of his Kingdom and Iritereſt, and to reckon'our ſelves: 
3a oncerned in all that concerns his Glory: And well it be- 


ung Kkomes you to appear, every one of you in your Station; and 
ſhea. þ<<ording to the Talents and Opportunities Four heavenly 
mer Plaſter inrtuſts/you with; to plead his Caule,"to keep his 
Sp Truths, which, as a Truſt, he hath committed to you, 
hat you may tranſmit them ſaſe td another Generation a 
lot only commanded Duty, 5 Love and Gratitude ſhould 
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as fallen upon us: And. when you can do no more, yet 


dom may flouriſn among us, and his Name be great to all 


Leit is by Prayer 
nds. of your Ad- 


vocate with, the Father; and by Prayer ts to come to 
him your 


| bias Sicke and Groans, and he takes Pleaſure: to ſee his 


Children coming into his Preſence, tho they have little to 
ſay when they come there, Song. 11. 14. O my Dove that 
art in the Clefts of the Rocks, and in the ſecret Places 0 
rhe Stairs, Who are aſhamed. of your ſelves, aſhamed to 


5 own your ſelves God's People, or appear among that Num- 


ber, ye are ſo ſenſible af your own Vileneſs, and. that the 


| beſt of your Duties are ſo little worth before him: Yet hear, 


what your Beloved ſays, Les me ſee thy Face, let me hear 


84 
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1 4 „ 
que: aforeſepeet is thy Voile, and thy Countenance is 
yet As you would have your Prayers heard, 


the and taken off your Hand, and as you would be 
„ye dition to acquaint your Advocate in the Higher Houſsꝭ how 
nno Matters are with you, you muſt cultivate Acquaintdxge, 
em, with Heaven's Advocate or Refident, here below. yow 
ing- muſt be cans daily to live in the Spirit, and to walk 
al in the Spirit, id 


”* : You will 


ind daily ig Need of his Aſſiſtance 
know not what to pray for as we 
rit helpeth our Infirmities, &c. 


for, Rom. v 1.25. 
ght, & 
Chriſt ia 


here in the Church, and dwells 
1Sghim we are to employ, that he 
at he may draw up our Petitions, 
i dictate them, he ſends them, and 
Court of Heaven, and to the Hand of 
e is a | our Advocate there, they never faill of being graciouſly ac- 
takes cepted. For® the Spirit maketh Interceſſion for the Saints 
ho' it according to the Will of God, and the Lord knoweth the 
s the fl Mind of his own Spirit; and theſe Prayers never return 
t they empty, nor faill of being accepted before him 


1 vain : 

: have FT INI S, 
ar his N 
„ tho ; 

r even » 

ee his] | | EX 5 
ttle toll | SES SS 
that © > © 

Aces 0 | © 59 @ 

ned to | 8 

Num- > 

dat the » 

t hear, . 

ze hear 


e Pe _ _ N * e A 
» bye \ 2 1 rr — ". a l * - 
* „„ 
* 2 , 1 9 a a "44 
1... "I 
IN" N * 3 
5 4 A > * 6 = "i 
. * 2 * + 
. wo” ' . 3$ - 
; a \ 4 * : — — > 
* y : " ws 
, — Py * id 
— = 


. 
- * y 
* k . 
: 2 bl 
* 


t in Con- 


follow his Motions,” and not to grieve the 


eayen, and the Holy Spirit does 


06 
1 »% 
* H 

= 


2 S 6807 852 N 

* 7 5 
. es 
il 


232 EY e Was & 
200 5 28 8 24J A: 
=. -- ee viel s 
ah. ko. 8 227 121 
= 9238257 ole: Me 
ns . 122 1 ** 


© Jo ask "B03 © 


bY * y * 
5 i» * 28 — 
ear 8, 4. * 4 — 

N # 


892 1 


. d WN 1 UN ey 04. "Is i 1 * 


WT% WES 7% THAO wy 1 | . 4 : > Bo T5 : | ES, ws. 


N * fr þ ; LY 9 

rn Soda, LB + UAC ns: a? E 888 

r 8 1. d hos 2 1 a 
. 5 


8 . 1 
. 


"os. ® « 1 
. * f 


HF ID FR 


T9 


46,28 


* = 
8 


